Taking A Right Turn

Most of what | really know about how to live, what to do and how to be, | learned
in kindergarten. Wisdom was not at the top of the graduate school mountain, bhut there
in the sandbox at Sunday School. These are the things | learned.
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Sharing everything. Play fair. Do not hit people. Put things back where you found
Clean up your own mess. Don’t take things that aren’t yours. Say you’re sorry when you
hurt somebody. Wash your hands before you eat. Flush! Ward cookies and cold milk
are good for you. Live a balanced life — learn same and think some and draw and paint
and sing and dance and play and work everyday some. Take a nap every afternoon.
When you go out into the world, watch for traffic, hold hands and stick together.
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Everything you need to know is in there, somewhere. The golden rule and love
and basic sanitation, ecology and politics and sane living. ... Think of what a better world
will be if all of us — the whole world — had cookies and milk at three o’clock every
afternoon, and then lay down with our blankets for a nap. Or, if we have a basic policy
on our nation, and other nations, to always put things back where we found them and
clean up our own messes. And it is still true, that no matter how old you are, when you
go out into the world, it is better to hold hands and stick together. These words are from
the book “All | Ever Really Needed to know, | Learned in Kindergarten™ by Robert
Fulgum.
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Today, we continue our look at David, the shepherd boy who was anointed by
Samuel to become a future king of Israel. David never had a chance to go to
Kindergarten or to Sunday School because he was tending sheep. If he remembered
the lessons he learned from looking after the sheep he might have been able to avoid
some of the struggle in his life. The passage we read this morning comes at a critical
time in his life. King Saul is jealous of David's popularity and sees him as a rival. He is
trying to kill David. He has tried to make peace with Saul but realized that he could not
trust him. So David and his men went into exile he returns . He becomes a fugitive. The
25 chapter opens with the statement that Samuel death and with his death a new day
dawns. No longer is there a Prophet appointed by God in Israel.
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The story for today is one of change for David. It is sheep shearing time. David
knows about sheep shearing but he and his men do not join the with the men in
shearing sheep. He is no longer a shepherd — he is a warrior — a fugitive warrior. But
David connects with the shepherds by providing protection for the shepherds.
Sheepshearing was a time of celebration and the owner of the sheep usually provided
hospitality for those involved. When David's men approach Nabal, the owner of the
sheep, for hospitality, Nabal insults David and his men. When David hears about the
insult he says to his men to put on their swords. David is going to avenge the insult.
Perhaps he should have eaten some warm cookies and drank some cold milk and taken
a nap but instead he sets out with vindictiveness in his heart. Nabal's name means fool
but at this point we might also say that David is also acting like a fool.
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Abigail, Nabal's wife, hears of the insult and decides that she must try to be a
peacemaker in this very intense and possibly tragic situation. She quickly gathers
provisions and sets out to meet David and try to appease him. When she meets David
she apologizes for her husband’s behaviour, takes the guilt for his actions upon herself
and begs David for mercy. Abigail is an intelligent and beautiful woman but she is much
more than that. She is very brave
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. She is taking a great risk. David could have seen her attempt to be a
peacemaker as a further insult. A woman coming to appease him. He could have had
her killed. Not only that, but if she is successful, when she returns home, her husband
could kill her for he was a surly and mean man. She is not only brave but she is a godly
woman as well. She confronts David with a word form the Lord. “"Now since the Lord
has kept you, my master, from bloodshed and from avenging yourself with your own
hands, as surely as the Lord lives and as you live, may your enemies and all who intend
to harm my master be like Nabal™". She also says that David will achieve greatness
under God because he will not have on his conscience the staggering burden of
needless bloodshed or of having avenged himself.
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David listens to Abigail and does not avenge himself b y shedding blood. | don't

know if he listened because she was beautiful and intelligent. David, like many men,
had a weakness for women. Or maybe he heard her plea as a message from God as it
appears this was. But he takes her message to heart and does not avenge himself. Not
only that, David never again uses the sword as a weapon of vengeance. He avoids
having a staggering burden dogging him for the rest of his life.
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Vengeance is a terrible burden to carry. Taking revenge is a destructive and

terrible action. It can destroy us and those around us. Taking revenge reduces us to the
level of the one who insults. In David's time, not to take revenge for an insult was
considered weakness. In Abigail's eyes it was considered a strength. A proof of the
good character of a man of God.
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When Abigail returns home and eventually tells her husband what she has done

he has a fit. Probably not the fit Abigail expected. He collapses and dies ten days later.
He appears to have collapsed under the weight of the burden of anger and meanness
that he carried. God does not protect him and watch over him as does with David and
Abigail. He lets the burden of revenge destroy him. He was not a man after God's own
heart.
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Notice how Abigail approaches the problem that confronts her. When addressing
David she does it with utmost respect. She does it in a way that maximizes her being
heard. She does not confront, she takes the stance that she is a party to the problem
even though she has done nothing wrong. She is willing to assume another's guilt for
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the sake of resolution to the problem. When telling her husband what she has done, she
chooses not to tell him when he is drunk. She waits until he is hungover. She is a
model of how to deal with difficult situations. Perhaps she went to Kindergarten and
Sunday School.
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There is one thing she says that I think Robert Fulgum would appreciate. She
says that "Life shall be bound in the bundle of the living™" Life is too short to be bound
up with the burden of petty and large grievances. Jesus said that he would take our
burdens upon himself so that we do not have to be crushed under them. | think that
Jesus would agree with the sen s of Robert Fulgum™'s comments when he says.
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Everything you need to know is in there, somewhere. The golden rule and love and
basic sanitation, ecology and politics and sane living. ...Think of what a better world will
be if all of us — the whole world — had cookies and milk at three o’clock every afternoon,
and then lay down with our blankets for a nap. Or, if we have a basic policy on our
nation, and other nations, to always put things back where we found them and clean up
our own messes. And it is still true, that no matter how old you are, when you go out into
the world, it is better to hold hands and stick together..
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After all, that is what Abigail and David did. Because they were both people after God's
own heart.
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