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“AVOIDING A HYPOCRITICAL SPIRIT 

-we are brothers and sisters 
Matthew 7:1-6 
In this particular passage of Scripture, Jesus is concerned with maintaining the unity of the Christian community. One thing which destroys the unity of the church is censorship\judgment. 

“Do not judge, or you too will be judged. For in the same way you judge others, you will be judged and with the measure you use, it will be measured to you.”   Verse 1
Now Jesus is not condemning discernment. There is a vast difference between condemnation and discernment. All of us find ourselves in positions of authority where we are called upon to exercise judgment: 

· In the home as parents

· In the work place as managers and administrators

· In the community where we have supervisory roles

· In the church where we are called to be elders and pastors.

Part of our role involves discernment, making decisions, passing judgment. And sometimes that responsibility involves confrontation and correction. But the whole purpose behind confrontation is the growth of the other person.
So Jesus is not dealing with judgment per say. He is dealing with the kind of judgment which leads to the condemnation of another human being. It’s interesting to note the context of his words. Previously, in Matthew 6:12 he taught us to pray; “forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors.”  And in St. Luke’s account he prefaces what he says with these words: 
“Be merciful, just as your Father is merciful. Do not judge and you will not be judged.”  Luke 6:36,37
The glue which holds the church together is tolerance and forgiveness. It is clear that Jesus did not expect the Christian community to be a perfect community. It will be marred by moral failure, selfishness and misunderstanding. And the only way to maintain unity is by our willingness to turn the other cheek, forgive others as Christ forgave us, and to be patient and tolerant of each others shortcomings.

“Without wood a fire goes out – without gossip a quarrel dies out.”    Proverbs 26:20
In our day to day interaction with one another we are to exercise grace, restraint, tolerance, patience and forgiveness; always giving the other person the benefit of the doubt.
Jesus warns us not to engage in the kind of hypocritical judgment which condemns others – the kind of censorship which stereotypes people, which marginalizes them and refuses to give them a second chance. This kind of judgment labels people, it dismisses people because of some character flaw we have found in their lives. The kind of judgment Jesus is condemning is censorship. The censorious critic is a fault finder who is negative and destructive towards others and enjoys actively seeking out their failings. Such a person puts the worst possible interpretation on the motives of others, pours cold water on their schemes, and is unforgiving towards their mistakes. It is interesting to note that the word “to judge” means to separate; a hypocritical spirit divides people, it builds walls, it isolates people and it devalues others and in the process destroys the unity of the church. 

We need to apply this same principle of non judgment to ourselves. The person we criticize and judge and condemn the most is ourselves. We are our own worst critic . . . we put ourselves down on a regular basis. Stop bullying yourself! Apply the same grace to yourself that you do to others.
Let me be clear – none of us are in a position to pass judgment on another human being. In I Corinthians 4 St. Paul speaks out against those who are judging and condemning him. Listen to what he says in verses 4 and 5:


“It is the Lord who judges me. Therefore, judge nothing before the appointed time; wait till the Lord comes. He will bring to light what is hidden in the darkness and will expose the motives of men’s hearts.”

Paul is simply reminding us, “You are not God. You’re not qualified to be the judge of another person. You cannot read his heart or assess his motives. So, back off! To be censorious is to usurp the prerogative of the divine Judge, in fact to try and play God.”  What arrogance! 

Last Sunday we worshipped at Calvary Baptist Church in Chemainus. During the service a young woman shared how the church had loved her into the Kingdom. She began to attend the Morning out for Mom’s program at the church. She was pregnant with her first daughter. She had only attended a few times when the women gave her a surprise baby shower. She felt such love and acceptance from these women. Early in her second pregnancy she was exposed to German measles and she was afraid for the health of the fetus. She knew she could have a child with serious birth defects. She was in agony. She was counseled to abort her child. She didn’t know what to do. She shared her struggle with the women in the mom’s group. She said, “They wept with me, listened to me but never judged me. But unbeknown to me they were praying for me. Morning out for Moms was a safe place of acceptance and love. It was a place where I could take my children and know they would be well taken care of. There was a quiet room with a couch and I could go there and rest. Those women with their non judgmental spirit and unconditional love, led me to put my trust in Jesus.”
As Christians we are to avoid a hypocritical spirit which divides and separates, rather we are to treat one another as brothers and sisters.

However, this does mean we have a responsibility to confront sin and misbehavior in the lives of our brother’s and sisters. Correction is a corollary of love. If you love someone you have a responsibility to try and correct their misbehavior. The eye is a very sensitive organ and a speck of dirt causes unbelievable discomfort. It blurs our vision and causes the eye to water. To make no effort to help remove that foreign object would hardly be consistent with love. 

A few weeks ago I was concerned with the negative attitude our granddaughter was developing towards her mom. I love her mom more than life itself and couldn’t sit by and do nothing. Life is brief and “it is a tragedy to trap our minds in a toxic cage of bitterness and rage. Such a snare shifts our energies from focusing how to make the best of our lives and becoming revengeful apathetic victim of others.”   Ayaan Hirsi Ali
So, Marleen and I decided to take her out to the Keg for dinner. The Keg is one of her favorite restaurants. As we sat at dinner we allowed her to talk about some of the ways in which her mother had disappointed and hurt her. We affirmed her hurt feelings. It was only then that I approached her critical spirit. “Sweetheart, everyone lets us down; everyone disappoints us; but don’t play victim; you need to forgive your mom, but don’t allow your hurt feelings to spoil you, and make you into a bitter person. Take charge of your own life and of these feelings.”

So, if you truly love someone you have a responsibility to intervene whenever you see them doing something which is either harmful to themselves or to someone else. But we must be careful how we confront. Most people are very defensive when they are confronted. They try to justify their actions. They often go on the offensive and attack us.

Allow me to suggest several principles which we need to keep in mind when we confront others. 
Effective confrontation is marked by:

· objectivity  
· humility
· love
· honesty
· gentleness
Principle # 1 Objectivity
Don’t be in a hurry to intervene. Make sure you have your facts straight before you say anything. Don’t depend on gossip or rumors. Take the time to think through the issues, carefully and prayerfully. There are always two sides to most issues. So try putting yourself in the shoes of the other person and looking at the situation through their eyes. And if you are emotionally involved in the situation, seek the counsel of someone you trust before you do anything. Deal with your own hurt before you try to counsel others. Also think through what you are going to say . . . put boundaries on your words. Never use E-mail to deal with sensitive issues.

Principle # 2 Humility
When you confront another person always do it with love and humility. Go with a willingness to be informed, with a willingness to be corrected. You are a human being and your judgment may be wrong. So listen to what the other person has to say. 
“You know I love and care for you. I want the best for you. I’m concerned about this issue. This is how I see it. I might be wrong. I would love to hear your perspective on it. I am willing to be corrected.”

We never have all the facts.

“Man looks at the outward appearance but the Lord looks at the heart.”

I Samuel 16:7

So when we confront others we need to go in a spirit of humility.

Principle #3 Love
You can not confront someone unless you have a close relationship with them. Love, and love alone gives us the right to intervene in another person’s life. People need to know that we love them before they will allow us the right to speak into their lives. Self appointed spiritual advisors who think they have the right to correct others and meddle in their lives are tragically misdirected. They are usually filled with spiritual pride and get their sense of value by pointing out the faults of the vulnerable. The Bible calls them “busybodies.”
Principle #4  Honesty 
“Why do you look at the speck of sawdust in your brother’s eye and pay no attention to the plank in your own eye? How can you say to your brother, ‘Let me take the speck out of your eye,’ when all the time there is a plank in your own eye? You hypocrite, first take the plank out of your own eye and then you will see clearly to remove the speck from your brother’s eye.”       Verses 3-5

Before we try to correct anyone else we must take an honest inventory of our own lives.

· What is my motive in trying to correct my brother?

· Am I genuinely concerned about him or am I trying to bolster my own ego?

· Am I guilty of the same things I see in my brother?

We hate our own faults, especially when we see them in others. My sensitivity towards the speck in someone else’s life may come from the suppressed guilt over the same sin in my own life. The sins of others are a smokescreen behind which we hide our own sin. Some of the televangelists who have lashed out the most harshly against the sins of adultery and homosexuality have proven to be hypocrites. Their condemnation of others has been a way of trying to exorcise the same demons from their own lives.
So when you are tempted to correct others check your motives. Am I jealous of this person? Am I trying to make myself look more righteous? Are there sins in my own life of which I need to repent?

Principle #5 Gentleness

The eye is a very sensitive organ and it takes a steady, gentle touch to remove a speck of dirt from a person’s eye.

Similarly, if we want to help others we need to do so in a gentle manner. 

St. Paul writes,

“Brothers and sisters, if someone is caught in a sin you who are spiritual should restore him gently.”              Galatians 6:1

We are all sinners, so when we approach others we must treat them with respect and dignity. We must not be aggressive or domineering or condemning. This principle is particularly relevant to parents in relationship to their children. As parents we are very concerned about our children; we want them to succeed. We don’t want them to get caught up in habits which can drag them down and have a negative affect on their future. This concern often causes us to panic, to over react and to become heavy handed. In an attempt to change their behavior we end up putting them down. 
“You’re lazy and you’ll never amount to anything.” 
“You’re a looser and you’ll never get a decent job.” 

“You’re a disrespectful, rebellious child and I wash my hands of you.” 
We try to shame our children into changing their behavior. 
C.S. Lewis writes,

“I have been far more impressed by the bad manners of parents to their children, then those of children to their parents. Parents often treat their children with an insensitivity which if applied to any other person would terminate the relationship.”

The principles of effective confrontation are marked by:

· Objectivity

· Humility

· Love

· Honesty and

· Gentleness

Jesus concludes his discourse on this subject with these words:

“Do not give dogs what is sacred; do not throw your pearls before pigs. If you do, they may trample them under their feet and turn and tear you to pieces.”

I never really understood what Jesus meant before I traveled to the developing world. Before traveling to East Africa I received a rabbis injection. Why? Because of the many wild dogs which roam the streets of Kigali and Nairobi. In Africa dogs and pigs are not pets. At best, they are semi wild animals – scavengers in constant search of food. They are dangerous, unpredictable animals which can turn on you without provocation. So you need to be careful least they turn on you and attack you. When you approach these animals you would do well to have some food which you could throw at them to distract them. But it must be appropriate nourishment. Would I turn to Marleen, pull her pearls from her neck and throw them to the dogs?  Similarly, wise words of instruction wouldn’t work. “You’re a fine looking pig, strong and lean; you’re far too noble an animal to attack me.”
Sometimes, we will encounter people who resent our intervention. They don’t want to listen to our “pearls of wisdom.” In such situation it is wise to back off and wait until they are more receptive. We will just make the situation worse if we continue to press.

Friends of ours recently visited their daughter in Australia. She was married to an Aussie who committed suicide last Spring. She has been struggling with guilt and depression. His parents blame her for their son’s suicide. Her parents, who live in Canada are both Christians. When they visited their daughter they tried to talk to her about how Christ could give her peace and direction and a new purpose to life. She responded with hostility and anger so they backed off. Her mother had brought her a Bible to give her but decided to take it back home. Her daughter wasn’t ready! 

If we love people and see them engaged in behavior which is harmful to them, we have a responsibility to intervene. But sometimes the person we are trying to help is not ready for our assistance. They just get angry and attack us.  In such situations we must back off and wait.

This often happens between parents and children. Our desire to see them embrace the gospel can cause us to be heavy handed. And even though they love us they can’t take any more of our “pearl pushing”.

“Forcing religion upon the young, even though it makes no sense to them is a major reason why they ‘graduate’ from church about the same time they graduate from high school and don’t return for twenty years, if ever.” 
                                                                                              Dallas Willard
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