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“New Sight for the Blind!”  
John 9: 1-47
I love this story! It is full of intrigue, conflict and tension. A blind man has his sight restored. Nothing like this has ever happened in the long history of Israel. You would think that everyone would be over the moon with joy. But not so! The religious leaders are furious! They are rule keepers. Rules are more important than compassion. Rules are more important than people. A lesson for us all. 

Jesus healed on the Sabbath. In doing so he performed work. Good people don’t work on the Sabbath.  Jesus must be a bad person!
But the hero of this story is this man who was born blind. He has lived in darkness his entire life – barred from worship in the temple because of his infirmity, cut off from social contact, forced into a life of begging. But now he can see! And he won’t keep quiet! The religious leaders can’t shut him up . . . “I don’t buy it! Bad men can’t make blind men see . . . Tell me who he is and I’ll become his disciple.”

Where did this new boldness come from? Perhaps Jesus really does transform lives! 

This story of the healing of the blind man gives us a snapshot of what lies ahead, to that day when God will wipe every tear from our eyes, and there will be no more death, mourning or pain for the old order of things is passed away. (Rev. 21:4) It is a sign pointing to things yet to come.

There is no doubt about it! Miracles capture people’s attention. Miracles provoke heated discussions.  Miracles force people to ask questions.
For those who have a desire to believe miracles can be that final nudge they need to persuade them to become followers of Jesus. 

At our Ash Wednesday service I was talking to a believer from Zimbabwe. I asked him, “What is the difference between the church in North America and the church in Africa?” 

He said, “The level of expectation. In Africa we expect God to do the unusual.”

Miracles of healing are common place in African churches. In fact the pronominal growth of the church in Africa is due, in large, to signs and wonders.
But a miracle is a sign, it is not proof. It is merely a marker pointing someone in the right direction; faith is still required. Therefore, miracles have little or no effect on people who are biased against God. 

Jesus made this point clear when he told the story of the rich man and the beggar. 
“If they do not listen to Moses and the Prophets they will not be convinced even if someone rises from the dead.”  Luke 16:31

We see this reaction in the story before us this morning. This miracle had no effect on the religious leaders – in fact it seemed to harden their hearts against Jesus.

This miracle of healing in John chapter nine, takes place in Jerusalem, the capital city of Israel. St John devotes an entire chapter to this story. He sketches a classic picture of what happens when Jesus disturbs the accepted order.

The story begins with a question - where many sick people start – the question of cause. When something bad happens to us we instinctively look around for some explanation or for someone to blame. “Why me, why did this happen to me? What did I do wrong?” 

In Jesus day people assumed that tragedy hit people because they deserved it. The religious leaders taught, “There is no death without sin, and there is no suffering without iniquity.” In short, the Jewish people saw the hand of divine retribution in natural disasters, birth defects and such long term conditions as blindness and paralyses. 

Here is where the man born blind enters the picture. Steeped in good Jewish tradition the disciples asked, “Rabbi who sinned, this man or his parents to cause this man to be born blind?” 

Did this man sin in utero, or is his suffering the consequence of his parent’s sin - a prospective easier to imagine but patently unfair?

Jesus responds by rejecting the common opinion that tragedy happens to those who deserve it. He states very clearly: “this man’s blindness is on bodies fault; neither this man nor his parents sinned.”

Get it! Children born with physical defects, people who develop breast or prostate cancer or children dying of aids and malaria in Africa are not being punished because of their sin. Jesus wants the sick to know that they are loved not cursed by God. This miracle of healing undercuts the rabbinic teaching which states, “You deserve this.”

Unfortunately, this teaching is still held amongst some Christians. When I listen to some TV religious commentators, I hear them suggest that the earthquake and tsunami which killed over 20,000 people in Japan is an act of divine judgment. Nonsense! Is that the kind of God you want to trust in?

Jesus confronts this misconception with these words.

“. . . this happened so that the works of God might be displayed in him.” Verse 3

Now we need to be careful how we interpret these words. Jesus is not suggesting that God caused this man’s blindness just so he might have the opportunity to showcase his amazing power. What kind of God manipulates people in such a cruel and sadistic manner? Rather he is saying that this man’s blindness gives God the opportunity to manifest his works. 
The question is: “What are the works of God which are displayed in this miracle?”

On one level this miracle of healing manifests the mercy and compassion of God for those who are infirmed, those who suffer chronic illness, those who battle with heart disease, cancer and dementia.

Blindness is a terrible infirmity, especially in the developing world where there are no resources to help the blind - no special schools – no support systems to offer relief for stressed, over tired parents. In the developing world infirmed children are often exploited by their parents. They are sent out into the streets in order to beg and raise money for the family. They are subjected to atrocities which turn my stomach and make me angry. They are sexually assaulted and abused, without any rights or protection. 

When this poor blind beggar was of no further use to his parents they turned him out into the streets to fend for himself. They even refused to come to his assistance when he was confronted by the religious establishment. Their response was cold and uncaring. “If you have any questions, ask him, he’s of age and can speak for himself.”

Just imagine, for a moment, what it would be like to be blind – to live in total darkness for your entire life - never to see the beauty of a sunset, or the wonder and power of an angry sea or the spectacular display of lightening flashing across the night sky, or the amazing display of color in the rainbow after a spring rain. 

The miracle of healing manifests the mercy and love of God. He cares. He sees our suffering. He hears our cries of despair. He heart is moved and in Christ he comes down to save us.

But there is something deeper going on here. This miracle of healing does not simply display God’s compassion. It also showcases God’s amazing work of new creation. In Jesus Christ, God has come to heal our spiritual blindness and to inaugurate a new kingdom which will heal the divisions which separate us.

Notice what Jesus did. He spit on the ground, made a paste of mud and put it on the man’s eyes. He then told the man to go down to the pool of Siloam and wash. The man did what Jesus told him to do and returned able to see.

Jesus is reenacting the first trembling moments of creation. He is taking us back to the Garden of Eden when he formed man from the dust of the ground and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life and caused him to become a living human being.

Jesus is inaugurating a new creation. In this new creation people are healed of their spiritual blindness and ushered into the Kingdom of God. 

It is important for us to realize that the healing of the blind is a very rare event. Notice the response of the religious leaders in verse 32:

“Since the world began it has been unheard of that anyone opened the eyes of one who was born blind.”

And they were right. The healing of the blind was unheard of . . .it didn’t happen. There is not one single incident recorded in the entire Old Testament where a blind person has his or her sight restored. And in the Gospels there is no example of Jesus’ disciples being used to bring about such a miracle. On the other hand, there are more accounts of Jesus giving sight to the blind than any other form of healing.
So what’s going on here anyway? Why is the ministry of Jesus marked by the healing of the blind? In order to answer these questions we must turn to the prophesies of the Old Testament Scriptures. They link the healing of the blind to the arrival of the Messiah. 

“In that day the deaf will hear the words of the scroll, and 

out of gloom and darkness the eyes of the blind will see.”  Is. 29:18


“Then will the eyes of the blind be opened and the ears of the 


deaf unstopped. Then will the lame leap like a dear,


and the mute tongue shout for joy.”   Isaiah 35:6

In the healing of the blind Jesus is declaring himself to be the Messiah – the anointed one of God, sent to open blind eyes, in fact, in verse 5 he refers to himself as, “The light of the world.”

In the healing of the blind man Jesus manifested the new work which God came to do. This miracle of healing, points to the inauguration of God’s Kingdom reign. Jesus is saying, “I have come to open the eyes of your understanding; to help you see the new thing which God is doing in your midst. I have inaugurated God’s Kingdom. God reigns!  I have come to banish the habitual darkness in which mankind lives.” 
History has a destination. 
It is moving forward to a clearly defined goal which will reach its culmination when Christ returns. He will usher in a new heaven and a new earth; there will be no more tears, death or dying or pain or suffering for the former things will be done away. 

History, you see, is not cyclical. It is not predestined to keep repeating the same old patterns of events. It is not doomed to the perpetual rise and fall of world powers until finally everything ends in a nuclear holocaust. Life is not meaningless! Therefore, the philosophy of despair and hopelessness which reflects itself in the narcissist philosophy, “eat, drink and be merry, because tomorrow we die,” is wrong. 
Our God reigns! He has inaugurated a new world order based on love and compassion and gender equality. A Kingdom which respects the environment as a gift from God - a Kingdom which seeks to achieve justice and peace for all people - a Kingdom committed to caring for the poor, the blind and the physically disabled. This new creation will reach its final consummation in Christ’s second advent. 
This is why St. Peter writes to the first century Christians, going through a season of intense suffering and persecution:

“Set your hope on the grace to be brought to you when Jesus Christ is revealed in his coming.”  I Peter 1:19
Let me summarize. 

The healing of this blind man points back to a time in Eden when physical bodies did not go blind, get crippled or bleed non stop for twelve years. It points forward to a time of recreation. The healing of this blind man gives us a glimpse of what the world was meant to be and once again will be. 
Every time we pray for someone and they are healed we are given a glimpse of what awaits us in the future. These healings are like the crocuses in Spring, reminders to us that winter’s power has been broken by and that Springtime and Summer are just around the corner. So hang in there, don’t despair. Our God reigns! Truth and righteousness and justice will prevail. 

I love the story, “The Lion, the Witch, and the Wardrobe” written by 

CS Lewis. In the story, four siblings, Peter, Susan, Edmund and Lucy are sent away from London to escape the devastation caused by the German bombardment of the city. They were sent to the house of an old Professor who lived in the country. As the children explore his country home they come across an old wardrobe. As they push through the heavy coats in the closet they suddenly find themselves in another country – a country of ice and snow. This country is called Narnia and it is under the control of the wicked white witch. It is she who makes it always winter. “Always winter, and never Christmas!” 
But Aslan, the Lion of the tribe of Judah, the Christ figure, is on the move. When he finally arrives, the great thaw begins. The ice begins to melt, the rivers and streams begin to flow, blossoms begin to appear on the trees, and birds begin to sing. Winter’s power is broken!

In the healing of this blind man Jesus is declaring the end of Satan’s rule over our world. He is saying, winters power has been broken . . .a new age of freedom and liberty has dawned and summer is not far behind.
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