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“His Resurrection Life Lives in Us!”  
Easter Sunday 2011
This is Resurrection Sunday! It is the most important day in the life of the Christian Church. This morning Christians all over the world are celebrating the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead.

In the passage of Scripture before us this morning Peter is urging his audience to receive Jesus Christ as their Messiah; the one sent by God to redeem the world. 
The day when Peter preached this sermon was Pentecost, a word meaning fifty. Pentecost occurs 50 days after Passover. It was during Passover when Jesus was executed by the Romans. Pentecost was a celebration which marked the beginning of the grain harvest. Pilgrims from all around the Mediterranean world gathered in Jerusalem to give thanks to God for his wonderful provisions. Peter took this opportunity to proclaim the good news of Jesus’ resurrection.

One of the significant features of this story is Peter’s fearlessness and boldness. This description of Peter is in marked contrast to the timidity and fear which he displayed during Christ’s arrest in the garden of Gethsemane and the discouragement and hopelessness which he felt after Jesus was crucified. 

In the garden he denied that he was one of his disciples, “I do not know the man,” he cursed. And following the death of Jesus he said to the other disciples, “I’m going fishing! The dream is over! I’m going back to what I know best, catching fish!”
But here he is, fifty days later, boldly and courageously proclaiming,  Jesus as the Christ!  Listen to what he says: 
“People of Israel, listen to this: Jesus of Nazareth was a man accredited by God to you by miracles, wonders and signs . . . This man was handed over to you by God’s deliberate plan and foreknowledge; and you, with the help of wicked men put him to death by nailing him to the cross. But God raised him from the dead, freeing him from the agony of death.”   V 22-24

How do we account for this transformation? 

The Resurrection! 

One of the reasons I believe in the historical resurrection of Jesus from the grave is the transformation of Peter and the other disciples. 
Immediately following the death of Jesus they gathered behind closed and locked doors for fear of being arrested but now they are willing to face martyrdom. In fact, Peter was also crucified for his faith. 

People don’t die for a lie. 
Furthermore, those who listened to Peter’s sermon are spellbound; they hear the ring of credibility in his words. Peter is saying, in effect, “You, put Jesus the Messiah to death. You, are responsible for his crucifixion. But God raised him from the dead. He is giving you a second chance. Another opportunity! Don’t blow it this time!” 
The historian Luke describes their response. “They were cut in their hearts.”  V 37 

They were overcome with guilt and shame and remorse and cried out, “What must we do?  How can we be brought back into a right relationship with God? What can we do to undo what we have done?”
Peter’s responds, “Repent and be baptized.” 

First, comes repentance! 
The word, repent, is not a theological word. It was a word used in every day speech and means, ‘to change one’s mind, or to go in a different direction.’ So Peter is saying, in effect, the first thing you need to do is to change your mind about Jesus. He is not a blasphemer. He is not an enemy of the state of Israel. In fact, he is not,  just a good man. He is the Messiah, the Son of God whom God sent into the world to save and redeem us. 
Second, comes baptism.

Baptism is the outward expression of a person’s inner commitment of faith. It is our public declaration of commitment to Jesus. In our baptism we are saying, “I’m a follower of Jesus, the Christ, and want the whole world to know it.”

This morning we have five people who will be baptized. The have invited Jesus to come into their lives. And they are publicly declaring their intention to whole heartedly follow Him. 

The waters of baptism represent the grave. When a believer is lowered beneath the waters they are saying, in effect, “I’m dying to my old way of life.” When they are raised from the water they are saying, “I’m being raised with Christ to a new way of life. I’m a new creation in Christ Jesus.”
The first Christians insisted that when a person became a follower of Jesus a profound change occurred in their fundamental identity. They were convinced that their old nature died with Christ. 
They called this person who died, ‘the old man’ or ‘the old woman.’ They were referring to the person they were before they were spiritually reborn. 

Not only did the old person die, but they were raised to newness of life. St. Paul writes in Colossians, “You have been raised with Christ.” They now had new values, new appetites, new priorities, a new sensitivity to sin and a new desire to serve God and love others.

As these candidates are plunged beneath the waters of baptism they are proclaiming the same thing. They have ‘died’ with Christ and been ‘raised’ with him into newness of life. 

Notice what St. Peter says in verse 38:
“Repent and be baptized in the name of Jesus the Christ for the forgiveness of your sins. And you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.
It is the transforming power of God’s Spirit living in us that gives us the power to change; the power to live a life pleasing to God.

Each one of these candidates for baptism will wear old clothes into the baptismal tank. Afterwards they will clothe themselves in new clothes. Clothes they have never worn before to symbolize their new life in Christ.

“Don’t you know that all of us who were baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into his death? We were baptized into death in order that, just as Christ was raised from the dead . . . we too may live a new life.”                                      Romans 6:3,4
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