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“When God Shows Up in Power”
Nehemiah 8
In the passage of Scripture before us this morning we have a historical record of a spiritual revival which transformed the lives of the Jewish community in Jerusalem.

It’s interesting to note the spontaneous nature of this revival. It was not initiated by any one person. Rather it was a grass roots movement of the Spirit.

The wall of Jerusalem had been completely rebuilt in 52 days. The Jewish people had witnessed a dramatic demonstration of Gods power.
A vast crowd collects at the Water Gate Square. They demanded that Ezra, the priest, read from the Book of Moses.
Ezra complies. He stands before the people with the Book of Deuteronomy in his hand. He is flanked on both sides by Levites who were responsible to explain the meaning of what was being read.
 To us the arrangement might seem to be clumsy. The crowd was huge. And the Levites were stationed some distance from one another and from Ezra. They repeated the words of the law for the benefit of those who couldn’t hear. In addition they explained the meaning of the words that Ezra read.

As the Scripture was read and explained God’s Spirit of conviction fell on those assembled.
This was a very remarkable experience.
I don’t know how many of you have tried to read through the Book of Deuteronomy in one sitting. The Book of Deuteronomy is the fifth Book of the Bible and contains a second record of the Law of Moses. It is perhaps one of the most tedious and boring books to read. Furthermore, the people stood before Ezra, from sun up until noon in the hot sun – six hours, listening to the Book being read.

But as the law is read and interpreted the crowd is deeply moved. The people begin to weep and wail. They fall to the ground with their faces in the dirt. Something unusual is happening.
 A spiritual revival is breaking out! 

What do I mean by a spiritual revival? Revival speaks of new or fresh life. 
A spiritual revival has to do with the breathing of new life into a dead and complacent community.

A spiritual revival is always an act of Sovereign grace. It always takes us by surprise. It is not something which can be orchestrated by man . . . that’s why I have difficulty with churches who advertise, “Special Revival Meetings to be held this Week!” 
God cannot be manipulated. He doesn’t show up on command. He alone determines the time and place where and when revival will break out. 

Let me try to illustrate this by telling the story of the Welch Revival in the early days of the 20th century.

The Welch revival began in 1904 as a movement of prayer. Increasing numbers of Christians became concerned with the spiritual condition of the nation. They began to cry out to God for a fresh manifestation of his presence and power.

The man God chose to help ignite this fire was virtually unknown. His name was Evan Roberts. Evan was a 26 years old ex. Coal miner who was attending seminary at New Castle Emblem College. A traveling Presbyterian Evangelist visited the seminary and was invited to speak at one of their chapel services. Those in attendance were so moved by what he had to say  the faculty decided to cancel classes so the whole student body could hear him preach. His message was: “Lord, Bend Me.”

When classes resumed Evan couldn’t concentrate on his studies. He sensed that God was calling him to revive the church. So he went to the President of the Seminary, a Mr. Philips, and said: 

“I hear a voice telling me to go home and speak to our young people. Is this the voice of the devil or the voice of God?” 

Mr. Philips replied, “The devil never gives orders like that. You can have a week off.”
So Evan went home to Lockhart and told his pastor, “I’ve come home to preach.” 

The pastor was a little skeptical. “How about speaking at the prayer meeting on Monday evening?” It would be a small crown and he couldn’t do much damage. But the pastor didn’t allow him to speak. After the prayer meeting was over he said, “Our young brother has a message he feels is from God. If you care to hear what he has to say, stay behind. Seventeen people waited. Evan spoke. I have a message for you from God. 

· You must confess any known sin 
· You must make right any wrong done to man.

· You must put away any doubtful habit.

· You must obey the Spirit promptly.

· You must confess your faith in Christ publicly.

The seventeen people present immediately responded to Evan’s message.

The Pastor was amazed. “Can you speak to our Mission’s Circle tomorrow?”

Evan ended up preaching all week and then the breakthrough came. People began to repent. Word spread.
A local newspaper wrote in bold headlines: 
“GREAT CROWDS OF PEOPLE DRAWN TO LOCKHART – A YOUNG PREACHER BY THE NAME OF EVAN ROBERTS IS CAUSING GREAT SURPRISE.”

The main road leading to the church was so packed with people that merchants began closing their shops and stores early in order to get a seat in the church.

Another newspaper sent a reporter down to see what all the fuss was about. He wrote: “It was a strange meeting. It closed at 4:25 am but people didn’t want to go home. People gathered outside to talk about what was going on.” 

Then in a typical British manner he wrote: “I felt that this was no usual gathering.”

Word spread. A spiritual wildfire swept Wales. 100,000 people were converted to Christ in a five month period. A man named J.V. Morgan wrote a book criticizing the revival. His main criticism was that only 80,000 converts were still active in the church after five years!

The social impact of the revival on Wales was staggering:

· Crime rates dropped dramatically. 

The district council held an emergency meeting to discuss what to do with the police. They sent for the local sergeant. “What do you do with your time?”

“Before the revival we had two main functions - crowd control at football games and crime prevention. But since the revival we don’t have much crime so we just control the crowds.” 

“What do you mean?” asked one of council men. 
“Well, you know where the crowds are. They are packing the churches. In one station we have three quartets and if any church wants special music they call the police station.”

· Drunkenness was cut in half. There were some bankruptcies but most of them were taverns.
· There was also a temporary slow down in the coal mines since the donkeys had to get used to the language of heaven.

· After a year the number of unwanted pregnancies declined by 44%.

· Care for the homeless and poor increased. 

This renewal in Spiritual passion also led to an increase in evangelism as Christians shared their faith with family and friends. 

Now, a similar revival took place in Jerusalem. The people demanded that Ezra read to them from the Law of Moses.  They had seen with their own eyes the miracle of rebuilding the wall. They wanted to know more about how God wanted them to live. And as the scroll was unrolled, the people stood in respect for the Law of God. 

“Ezra praised the Lord, the Great God; and all the people lifted 
their hands and responded; ‘Amen! Amen!’ Then they bowed 
down and worshipped the Lord with their faces to the ground.”

                                                                           Nehemiah 8:6

And suddenly they broke down in tears.  

This passage reveals the elements present in any spiritual awakening.

# 1 – The First Element in Spiritual Renewal is:


Reverence and Respect for the Scripture


“While the people were standing there, they read from the Book of 
the Law of God, making it clear and giving the meaning so the 
people could understand what was being read.”   8:8
The Scriptures always play a very important role in spiritual renewal. 

In Hebrews 4:12 we read:


“God means what He says! What he says goes. His powerful word 
is as sharp as a surgeon’s scalpel, cutting through everything, 
whether doubt or defenses, laying us open to listen and obey. 
Nothing and no one is impervious to God’s Word. We can’t get 
away from it – no matter what.”  The Message
God’s word cuts through all our defenses. It is a living word. We don’t have to strain our ears to hear the faint echo of what God spoke years ago. On the contrary, His word thunders in our ears today, bringing us to repentance and faith.
#2 The Second Element in Spiritual Revival – Brokenness


“Then Nehemiah, the governor and Ezra, the Priest and scribes 
and the Levites said to all the people. ‘This day is sacred to the 
Lord your God. Do not morn or weep.’ For all the people had 
been weeping as they listened to the word of the Law.”
                                                                                    Nehemiah 8:9
As God’s Word was being read the Spirit began to open the eyes of the people. They began to see how far short they had fallen from God’s expectations. And they began to weep in repentance. 

This took Nehemiah and the leaders by surprise. They hadn’t anticipated anything like this. They didn’t know what to do.
The religious leaders are clearly uncomfortable. They had planned for this to be a day of rejoicing, party time, and it was turning into a day of mourning. So they tried to shut it down.


“Do not mourn or weep! Go and enjoy choice food and sweet 
drinks and send some to those who have nothing prepared. Do not 
grieve for the joy of the Lord is your strength.”           V 8:10  
Spiritual renewal is messy! It is always accompanied by brokenness – by confession of sin and by repentance. 

“Refiners fire - 

Purify my heart, cleanse me from within and make me Holy.


Purify my heart; cleanse me from my sin, deep within.”
Spiritual Renewal deals with:

· Our pride

· Our false image

· Our disobedience

· Our lukewarm ness
· Our independence 

#3 – The Third Element of Spiritual Renewal is Reformation

Revival leads to a change in behavior and to the transformation of our culture. Revival is not simply an emotional upheaval. It leads to reformation.
Allan Redpath writes:


“It causes the flower of love to blossom in the heart;


It makes the river of God flow where it had been dry;


It makes the desert to burst into bloom.”

A careful study of our text reveals the reformation which took place.
First of all they re-instituted the sacred calendar and began to celebrate the special Feast Days found in the Law of Moses.
For example; the Law commanded the Israelites to live in temporary shelters for a week during the grain harvest. So they reinstituted the Feast of Booths. Their ancestors once lived in tents in the wilderness, but when they entered the Promised Land they were able to build permanent homes and enjoy the produce of a fertile land.
By living in temporary shelters the Jewish people were reminded of God’s great love and generosity. It reinforced their awareness of their history, their roots and the kindness and mercy of a living God.

This, of course, is the reason we celebrate Advent, Lent and Pentecost. These sacred seasons stimulates our faith and reawakens our sense of indebtedness to God. 

But reform didn’t stop with the re-instatement of the Sacred Calendar.
Secondly, it led to the re-alignment of their lives with God’s commandments. 

“When the neighboring peoples bring merchandise or grain to sell 
on the Sabbath we will not buy from them . . . Every seventh year 
we will forgo working the land and will cancel all debts. 10:31
#4 – The Fourth Element of Spiritual Revival is Commitment to God

       
“They made a binding agreement, put it into writing, and our 
leaders; our Levites and our priests affixed their seal to it. 9:38
So what is our response to all this? Let me suggest that we follow the example an advice of Evan Roberts.  
· Confess any known sin.

· Make right any wrong done to man.

· Put aside any doubtful habit.

· Decide to obey the Spirit promptly.

· Confess your faith in Christ publicly.
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