God’s Master Plan for Peace  

Ephesians 2: 11-22 
Last week was the first Sunday of Advent. The theme of the sermon was hope. At Christmas we wait patiently in hope for the second coming of Jesus, the Christ. In the first advent he inaugurated the Kingdom of God. In his second advent he will bring it to its full consummation.
As Christians we live in this interim period between Christ’s first advent and his second. We wait in hopeful expectation.

Today is the second Sunday of advent and the theme of this week’s message is Peace.
 Jesus entered into our world on a mission of peace. He came to heal the divisions which separate us from God and from one another. He came to take all the broken and frayed strands of our world and to braid them together in Christ. The prophet Isaiah spoke of the coming Messiah as the “Prince of Peace.” The angelic host which announced the birth of Jesus to shepherds keeping watch over their sheep out on the country hillside proclaimed,


“Glory to God in the highest and peace towards men on whom his 
favor rests!”                                                                Luke 2:14
Peace is something we desperately need in our broken and divided world. Everywhere we look we find division, misunderstanding, estrangement, divorce, separation and distrust. Barriers of race, color, tribe, religion and cast separate us. I was reading today that conflict has once again broken out in the Congo; this after six years of civil war where over 5 million people have died, mostly innocent women and children. 
Last week was Grey Cup Sunday in Vancouver. Alumni from the past were invited to attend the week-long festivities. But the lunch organized to celebrate the accomplishments of the players of the past was marred by conflict. Joe Kapp, the BC Lion’s quarterback in the1963 Grey Cup held here in Vancouver was in attendance as was Angelo Mosca, the tackle from the Hamilton Tiger Cats. During the game Angelo Mosca delivered a late hit on the BC Lions star receiver, Willy Flemming. At the Alumni luncheon Joe Kapp went over to Angelo with a small sprig of flowers as a peace offering gester. Angelo pushed him away and Joe Kapp proceeded to mash the flowers into Angelo’s face after which Angelo retaliated by hitting him across the side of the head with his cane. Joe then punched him in the face and knocked him off the stage. Both these men are 73 years old. They have held a grudge against one another for 48 years!
In the passage of Scripture before us this morning St. Paul describes how God sent Jesus to bring peace to our deeply divided world.
 He did so by creating a new race of people to replace Israel, namely the Church.
One of the longest standing conflicts in our world has been the conflict between Jews and Gentiles; a conflict which continues to rage to this present day.

The word Gentiles means literally “nations” and refers to all people who are not of Jewish descent.
History is filled with appalling evidence of this hatred. The Jewish people have long been the recipients of anti-semitism, hatred, violence and persecution. Six million died in the holocaust of World War 11. Even today there are those who seek the destruction of the Jewish nation. 
In Ephesians, the apostle Paul makes reference to this conflict. In Paul’s day the Jewish people referred to themselves as the “circumcised” and all non Jews as the “uncircumcised.”

It’s not surprising that the Jewish people would underscore this distinction.

In Ephesians the Apostle Paul spells out these divisions. As a nation they had been set apart by God to be his people and the sign of this covenant relationship with God was circumcision. Every time a Jewish man went to the washroom he was reminded of this special covenant relationship which he had with God.  

You know the story: God chose Abram and called him to be a father of a people who would bring blessing to the whole earth. It was the reason God rescued his people from slavery in Egypt and brought them into the Promised Land. He placed them at the crossroads of the ancient world in order to demonstrate shalom - peace to a watching world. They were called to live in harmony with themselves, their neighbours, the earth, and with God. 

But they misunderstood their calling. They interpreted God’s call as a sign of superior, and developed a condescending attitude towards the “uncircumcised” Gentile world.

They viewed the Gentile nation as outside the covenant of God. And they had every intention of keeping it that way.

In Paul’s day there were Jews who believed that God created Gentiles to be used as fuel for the fires of hell. Many believed that God loved Israel but hated all other peoples. Consequently, there were some Jewish women who refused to help a Gentile women give birth. When Jewish people entered Palestine they would shake the dust from their sandals so as not to contaminate the Holy Land.
On the other hand, the hatred and animosity between Jews and Gentiles flowed both ways. Centuries of mistrust and misunderstanding had created a division between these two groups of people which was impossible to bridge. St Paul speaks of the division in this way:


“Therefore, remember that formally you Gentiles by birth and 
called, ‘uncircumcised’ – remember that at that time you were 
separated from Christ, excluded from citizenship in Israel and 
foreigners to the covenant of promise, without hope and without 
God in the world.”                                                     Eph. 2:11-12

And the symbol of this hatred and hostility was found in the Jewish temple. The temple consisted of a series of inner courts.


1. First was the court of the Gentiles


2. Secondly came the court of women


3. Third was the court of the Israelite male 


4 Fourth was the court of the priests and


5. Fifth the holy place accessible only to the High Priest and that only 
once a year.

Gentiles could meet only in the outermost courts and a solid marble wall separated the outer court from the court of the women. On a stone slab beside the wall were written these words: “No foreigner may come within the barricade which surrounds the sanctuary. Anyone caught doing so will have himself to blame for his ensuing death.”

This physical barrier symbolized the barrier of hatred and hostility which existed between Jews and Gentiles. 

St. Paul makes reference to this barrier in verse 14.



“For he himself is our peace, who has made the two one and 

has destroyed the barrier, the dividing wall of hostility, by 


setting aside in his flesh the law with its commandments and 

regulations.”             

Jesus Christ entered our world in order to destroy the barriers which separate us from one another. He did so by shedding His blood on the cross for the sins of the world

“But now in Christ Jesus you were far away have been brought 
near by the blood of Christ.”                                   V13
.By his blood He reconciled us both to God and to one another. He came on a mission of peace. 
Notice his purpose: 


“His purpose was to create in himself, one new humanity out of 
two, thus making peace and in one body to reconcile both of them 
to God through the cross by which he put to death their 
hostilities.”                                                                    V 16-17

God’s Master Peace Plan from the very beginning was to create a new humanity, a new society, a new race of people in which he would dwell by his Spirit.

Collectively, we are God’s new creation in whom God dwells by his Spirit. 


“Consequently you are no longer foreigners and strangers but 
fellow citizens with God’s people and also members of his 
household, and in him you are being built together to become a 
dwelling place in which he lives by his Spirit.”             V 19-22                             
The Church is now the temple of the living God; a dwelling place for God in 

the Spirit. God dwells in His redeemed people scattered throughout the inhabited world.
Salvation is something far more comprehensive than just, “Jesus and me.” God’s Master Plan of Salvation involves the creation of a whole new human race. a model of the reconciling power of God. This can be a revolutionary idea to some Christians. All of a sudden the church, the body of believers, becomes important. It is a place of belonging where we are accepted and love unconditionally. This is all part of his plan.

The church is a new society – a colony of heaven – created for the salvation of a lost world, pointing to the kingdom which is to come. The great miracle of St. Paul’s day was that all across the Roman world Jews and Gentiles had put aside their hatred and prejudices and were worshipping and serving together as brothers and sisters.  

In a world marred and scarred by division the church should model unity and love. 

In his high priestly prayer in John 17, Jesus prayed for his disciples in this way:


“My prayer is not for them alone. I pray also for those who will 
believe in me through their message, that all of them may be one, 
Father, just as you are in me and I am in you . . . then the world 
will know that you sent me and have loved them even as you loved 
me.”                                                               John 17:20, 23

Christ’s reputation rests on the unity of the church. God has given the church the task of telling everyone what he is doing. In 2 Corinthians St. Paul is writing to a divided church, a church which was playing games of 

one-upmanship based on their giftedness and socio-economic background. He was reminding them of their awesome responsibility.


“He has committed to us the message of reconciliation. We, 
therefore, are Christ’s ambassadors, as though God were making 
his appeal through us . . . as God’s co-workers we urge you not to 
receive God’s grace in vain.”                          2 Corinthians 5:19-6:1

God is appealing to the world through us! What a staggering responsibility! 
God’s program for reaching and changing a broken world has always been one involving incarnation. When God chose to visit this earth to demonstrate to mankind the new kind of life he was offering, he did so by incarnating himself. Jesus was the incarnation of God – God in human flesh appeared among men.

But this was only the beginning of the process of incarnation. We make a big mistake if we think incarnation ended with the earthly life of Jesus. The incarnation is an ongoing process. The life of Jesus is still being made manifest among people today, no longer through an individual body limited to one place on earth, but through this “new humanity” the body of Jesus Christ called the church. This is why the Apostle Paul prayed:


“As a prisoner for the Lord then, I urge you to live a life 
worthy of the calling you have received. Be completely humble 
and gentle; be patient bearing with one another in love, making 
every effort to keep the unity of the Spirit through the bond of 
peace.”                                                   Ephesians 4:1-3

The church is designed to be a prototype of what society can be like when lived under the rule and reign of Jesus Christ. When a big company is going to invest several million dollars into building a new piece of equipment they first build a prototype to show that it can be done economically and work according to the plan. Every Christian community everywhere is a prototype – a colony of heaven here on earth – called to bear witness to the reality of God’s reconciling work.

Unless people can see in the church genuine unity, love and acceptance, forgiveness and reconciliation taking place among us, they will not listen and should not listen.

Only when the world sees the power of reconciliation demonstrated will they stand up and take notice.

Let me close with an example of reconciling love.

When Nelson Mandela was released from prison after 27 years in captivity he went on to be the first black Prime Minister of South Africa. But he was determined to defuse the natural pattern of revenge that often takes place when one oppressed group of people takes control from another. He appointed Archbishop Desmond Tutu to head up an official government panel to help in this process. The panel was called, “The Truth and Reconciliation Commission.”

For two and a half years south Africans listened to reports of atrocities which took place when the whites ruled South Africa. The rules were quite simple: If a white policeman or army officer voluntarily faced his accusers, confessed his crime, and fully acknowledged his guilt he would not be tried and punished for his crimes. At one hearing a policeman named von de Broek told how he and other officers shot an eighteen year old boy and buried his body in order to destroy the evidence. Eight years later Van de Broek returned to the same house and visited the boy’s father. The wife was forced to watch the same policeman bind her husband to a woodpile, pour gasoline over his body and ignite it.
The courtroom grew silent as the elderly woman, who had lost both her son and her husband was given a choice to respond. “What do you want from Mr. von de Broek?” the judge asked. 

She said she wanted him to go to the place where they buried her husband’s body, gather up the dust so she could give him a descent burial. The policeman nodded in agreement. 

Then she had a further request, “Mr. von de Broek took all my family away and I still have a lot of love to give. Twice a month I would like him to come down to the ghetto and spend a day with me so I can be a mother to him. And I want Mr. von de Broek to know that he is forgiven by God and that I forgive him too. I would like to embrace him so he can know my forgiveness is real.”

Spontaneously, someone in the courtroom began to sing “Amazing Grace” as the elderly woman made her way from the witness stand. But von de Broek didn’t hear the hymn. He had fainted, overwhelmed by grace.

I wonder if there is anything more urgent today then for the church to be seen as a single new humanity; modeling and practicing unity and peace in the world. Only then will the world believe in Christ as Peacemaker.  Only then will God will receive the glory due his name.
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