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“SNAPSHOTS OF THE KINGDOM”
Luke 4: 11-5:16
Last fall Marleen and I spent some time visiting the East Coast. We visited New York and then took a bus tour through New England, Massachusetts,  

Vermont and up to Montreal and Old Quebec City before boarding a cruise ship which took us down the St Lawrence River to St. John and back to New York City. We both had cameras and took hundreds of photographs.
When we arrived home we viewed all the photos on our computer and selected some to be printed and put into a photo album. Out of the many pictures we took we only selected a few – but those few pictures tell a story. They represent some of the highlights of our trip and when we flip through our album they stimulate our memory and help us relive our trip.

St. Luke does a similar thing in the passage of scripture before us this morning. Out of the hundreds of stories surrounding the life of Jesus he selects a few snapshots which tell the story of his mission. In Luke 4 Jesus tells us that he has come 
“to proclaim freedom for the prisoners.”   4:8

He came to release those who found themselves in bondage to:

· Satan

· Sickness

· Sin

· Social rejection.

This morning we want to take the time to look at four snapshots which Luke includes in his gospel album in order to see how they fulfill his mandate.

Snapshot #1 - Jesus Frees from Satan’s Power     Luke 4:31-36

In this snapshot we see Jesus delivering a demon possessed man from an evil spirit. It is a Saturday morning. Jesus has left his hometown of Nazareth and made his way down to Capernaum. A town in Galilee located on the shore of the Sea of Galilee. He enters the local synagogue in order to worship. In the synagogue he encounters a man who is obviously mentally ill. Or is he?

The leaders of the synagogue don’t know what to do with him. His behavior is bazaar and socially inappropriate. He shouts out in the service and is thrown to the ground in violent convulsions. 
But Jesus understands. This man is demon possessed.
There is a violent confrontation in the foyer of the synagogue. The demon shouts out, “Ha! Go away! Leave us alone! Mind your own business. Why are you interfering with us? What do you want with us anyway, Jesus of Nazareth?  Have you come to destroy us? Of course you have. I know who you are – the Holy One of God!”

Notice Jesus’ response: “Be Quiet! Not another word! Come out of him!” And the demon threw the man to the ground and came out.
In our secular society we dismiss the possibility of demon possession. “It’s a primitive way of explaining mental illness,” say the critics.

But I disagree. Mental illness and demon possession are not the same thing. I have encountered people whose lives were controlled by evil spirits. On one occasion I had an evil spirit sneer contemptuously and say, “You have no control over me!” To which I responded, “You’re absolutely right. But Jesus does. In the name of Jesus of Nazareth I command you to release her.” And he did. 

In this snapshot St. Luke gives us an example of how Jesus releases people from bondage to the enemy. Jesus is Lord and he has authority over the demonic world.

Snapshot # 2 – Jesus Releases from Sickness                  Luke 4: 36-44 Perhaps Simon was in the service that morning and had witnessed Jesus’ miraculous power. Approaching him he whispers,” My mother-in-law is very sick with a fever; dangerously so. Could you come and pray for her?” 

When I visited Rwanda for the first time I was invited to pray for a man dying of HIV Aids. He was living in a rented house in Kigali and was cared for by his little sister. The landlord wanted to evict them because they couldn’t pay the rent but had decided to hold off until the man died. We made our way through a steep, marrow winding pathway. Finally we came to a small baked brick home – raw sewage ran down a ditch between the houses. The house had no electricity and consisted of two small rooms; an outer room which served as a kitchen and eating area, and an inner room which served as a bedroom. It was very dark inside. Coming in from the bright sunlight, it took my eyes a few moments to adjust. I was led into the bedroom where I saw a man lying on a cot. He was skin and bones. A bucket sat beside the cot full of human waste. The stench was incredible. I knelt on the dirt floor beside him. I took his hands in mine. He was coughing and I could feel his spittle hit my face. Silently I prayed, “Lord, please keep me safe.” Then I prayed for him asking God to preserve his life and raise him to health. I remember driving away from the neighborhood with a sense of helplessness.
Two years later I returned to Kigali and the Pastor of the church said to me, “Do you remember the man you prayed for last year? Would you like to meet him again?” What?! You’ve got to be kidding!” I thought. “He’s alive?’’

“He’s still weak but he’s working part time and his sister has returned to school.”
In this snapshot St. Luke gives us a sample of how Jesus frees people. He rebuked the fever and raised Peter’s mother-in-law to health. Jesus has authority over the power of disease and illness.

Snapshot # 3 – Jesus Delivers From Guilt and Shame           Luke 5:1-11

In this next photo we see Jesus standing on the shores of Lake Galilee. There are two boats pulled up on the beach; fishnets are spread over a wooden frame and fishermen are busy repairing their nets. Jesus is surrounded by a large crowd. People are pushing and jostling one another; everyone wanting to get close to this miracle worker. They want to touch him; they want to listen to what he has to say. Jesus has no where to maneuver. He turns to Simon and says, “Can I borrow your boat? Just push it out a little from the shore.” Simon is eager to comply. It’s the least he can do. 

And so Jesus sits down and teaches the people from the boat. His voice carries well over the water. When he finished speaking he said to Simon, “Pull out into the deep water and let your nets down for a catch of fish.” Simon is shocked! “You’ve got to be kidding! We’re the fishermen! You’re a carpenter-preacher. You need to stick to what you do best and let us worry about catching fish. We’ve been out all night and have come back empty handed.”

Fishing was done at night. I saw the same practice in Rwanda on Lake Kevu. The boats would pull out at dusk. They would take lanterns with them to attract the fish. Once darkness fell you could see their flickering lights and hear the sound of their voices clearly carried across the water. At dawn the villagers would gather on the shore and wait for the fishermen to return with their catch of fish. Without refrigeration the villagers were anxious to purchase fresh fish. But these Galilean fishermen had been “skunked” they had returned empty handed. 
Reluctantly, they threw their nets into the sea. Suddenly, to their astonishment, their nets were filled with fish. There were so many fish they were unable to pull their nets into the boat. So they shouted to their partners on the shore to come and help them. They filled both boats, nearly swamping them with their huge catch. The spectators on the shore were shouting and dancing with excitement and joy.

Notice Simon Peter’s response: 

“Falling on his knees at the feet of Jesus he cried out, “Get away 
from me! Leave me alone! I am a sinful man!” 

Peter is overwhelmed with a sense of shame and guilt. He is in the presence of one who is able to see the movement of fish beneath the surface of the sea. But he is also able to see beneath the surface of Peter’s life. He can’t fool Jesus. Simon is terrified! The manifestation of God’s holiness does not attract it repels.  Simon feels vulnerable, inadequate, exposed and threatened by the holiness of Jesus.
 We feel uncomfortable in the presence of someone who can see beneath the surface of our lives; someone whom we cannot fool; who knows everything about us.

Notice the response of Jesus: “Don’t be afraid Simon! I know everything about you but I still love you. I’m not repelled by your sin. I accept you as you are. Come and follow me.”

In this snapshot St. Luke reveals Jesus’ power over nature. But he also reveals God’s amazing power over sin. Jesus sets us free by forgiving our sins and inviting us to be his disciples. 

Jesus is Lord and he has power over guilt and shame.

Snapshot #4 – Jesus Releases from Social Isolation      Luke 5:12-14
Leprosy was the AIDS of the ancient world. A person with leprosy does not feel physical pain. In fact that’s the problem with leprosy. Leprosy damages nerve cells. A leper is immune to pain. A person with leprosy can walk all day on a sharp nail sticking up in his shoe and feel no pain; he can scratch an infected eye ball but not react. Each of these acts can lead to a loss of limb or vision. But at no point does the leprosy patient feel physical pain. They do, however, feel the pain of social rejection. Their open wounds and missing limbs make them repulsive. 

Levitical Laws ordered that a person with leprosy live outside the town, keep a six foot distance from everyone else, and wear clothes of a mourner going to a burial service. Whenever they came in sight of a healthy citizen they were required to cry out in warning: “Unclean! Unclean!” And anyone who touched a leper was considered to be unclean. The Qumran community of the Essen’s made a law; “no mad man, or lunatic, or simpleton, or fool, or blind man, or maimed or deaf man and no minor shall enter into the community.”

So the suffering of a leper is not physical; it is social. Almost all the pain comes from the outside; the pain of rejection imposed by the surrounding community. Dr. Brand tells of one bright young man he was treating in India. In the course of his examination Brand laid his hand on the patients shoulder and told him, through a translator, of the treatment which lay ahead. To his surprise the man began to shake with muffled sobs. Dr. Brand was confused. He asked the translator, “Have I done something wrong?” Speaking in Tamil she asked the young man what was wrong. 

“No, doctor, he says he is crying because you put your hand around his shoulder. Until he came here no one has touched him for many years.”

Imagine the explosion of indignation that must have erupted as this leprous man pushed his way through the crowd crying, “Unclean!  Unclean!”

He then threw himself at the feet of Jesus and exclaimed, “Lord, if you are willing, you can make me clean.”

Jesus reached out his hand and touched him.
The crowd gasped in disbelief! 
The leprosy victim flinched!

 For years he had not felt the sensation of warm human flesh against his own. That one touch from Jesus brought his state of disease to an end. 

Jesus has the power to deliver us from social isolation. When we become Christians we become members of his new community, the household of faith. We are surrounded by a family of brothers and sisters who love us and support us. Jesus is Lord. He has power to set us free from social bondage. 
And as followers of Jesus we are called to follow his example. We are called to reach out to those who are on the outskirts of society. 

Mother Teresa, whose sisters of Calcutta run both a hospice and a clinic for leprosy patients once said, “We have drugs for people with diseases like leprosy, but these drugs do not treat the main problem – the disease of being unwanted. That’s what my sisters hope to provide. The sick and the poor suffer more from rejection than from material want.”

As one alcoholic said, “Loneliness and the feeling of being unwanted is the most terrible poverty.” One does not need to be a doctor or a miracle worker to meet that need. 
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